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Dear indexing colleagues:

As a dyed-in-the-wool cataloger and a 15-
year teacher of cataloging & indexing now 
embarking on a career in indexing, I can go on 
at excruciatingly great length about LC name 
authority records and how they work.  Here’s a 
mercifully brief explanation that may help you 
with their use.

Let me know if you want more detail.

Heidi (the new indexer on the block)
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Authority Records

• Authority records have two main purposes:

1. Collocation
– Bringing together all concepts fairly given the same name 

together under one form of that name

2. Providing alternative access points (references)
– Allowing a searcher to be led from a variant form to the 

one chosen form

• Generally, library catalogs do not have dual postings; 
they only have references even if only one posting 
exists for the heading
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Like Most Things 

Related to Library Cataloging …

• The authority records were created by thousands 

of catalogers over the course of many years 

under strict sets of ever-changing rules.

• Currently, authority records are created by the 

Library of Congress and the Name Authority 

Cooperative and the Subject Authority 

Cooperative, comprising hundreds of libraries 

here and abroad.
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Do Not Expect Total Consistency

1. It’s a cooperative

2. The rules change

3. Individual records are constantly being 

updated or added

4. It is driven by what items are cataloged by 

the participating libraries

5.  The rules it is based on vary over time
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AACR2

• Currently, name authority records are based on 

the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules and the rule 

interpretations of the Library of Congress.  

• These are sometimes affected by needs of 

participating libraries so on occasion, a 

modernizing change is not made so as not to 

necessitate the change in thousands of library 

catalogs.
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Anatomy of a Name Authority Record

• Heading

• References

• Notes

• Encased in format data: Marc Authorities 

Format
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http://authorities.loc.gov

Click on 

“Search 

Authorities”
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Choose Name 

Authority Headings
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Type in the name 

sought, last name 

first, no punctuation

Click “begin search”
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Look for the item that 

matches what you seek

You are only at a menu.  

You are not at the 

authority record yet. 

Click the button that says 

either  “Authorized 

Heading” or “References”

©Heidi Hoerman LLC Information Services – www.heidihoerman.com

This takes you to another menu.  Click on the 

item that matches what you are looking for.
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This is the authority record –

which looks like gibberish to the 

uninitiated.

The labelled display is 

more user friendly.  

Click to see it.
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Le Carré, John, 1931- is 

the heading used in 

library catalogs to bring 

all his works together no 

matter what is on the 

title page.
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The other listings are 

cross references.  Note: 

only the first three of 

these are in English.
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This record may be changed at 

any time, usually to add more 

variant forms of the name as LC 

and the participating libraries 

catalog more Le Carré books in 

different languages.  Death dates 

aren’t usually added unless the 

lack of one would cause 

confusion with another person 

with the same name.
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Please drop an email to heidihoerman@yahoo.com or give me a holler 

at (803) 695-2814 if you want me to add anything to this or if I can 

help you in some other way.


